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ROBOTICS BOOT CAMP 

When asked if he had fun at the 

Robotics Boot Camp, Andrew Bou-

cher responded, “Yes, I loved it!”  

In fact, the response to that ques-

tion was a unanimous “yes” from 

the participants.  During the week 

of July 8, two groups of 10 children 

attended the Robotics Boot Camp 

at the Haston Library, funded in 

part by the Institute of Museum 

and Library Services, administered 

by the Massachusetts Board of Li-

brary Commissioners.   

Each day the children watched vid-

eos featuring a variety of robots in development and currently on 

the market, and discussed the likelihood of their implementation.  

The younger campers made robot crafts, such as Aliysia Anne Car-

rington’s favorite, the toilet paper roll robot. 

Both groups worked with Ozobot Bits, tiny robots that can be pro-

grammed manually with color codes to follow lines on paper, or 

online using the OzoBlockly software to move independently. Pro-

jects for the Ozobots included navigating a map of North 

[Robots, cont. on p. 4] 

Easton Vayo and Amon Packard 

assemble Cubelets as helper      

Nathan Gershman looks on. 



Brookfield and making their own Bit maps for 

popular fairy tales, such as Little Red Riding 

Hood.  

The campers learned that robots are “machines 

that can sense, think and act.” Cubelets are cubes 

with specific functions in one of the categories of 

SENSE, THINK and ACT which can be assem-

bled in an endless variety of configurations to 

make robots.  Campers in both groups enjoyed 

assembling the cubes in different arrangements 

and figuring out why their robots worked (or did-

n’t).   

The older children also constructed two VEX ro-

bots, working in teams to assemble hundreds of 

small pieces. 

We would like to thank Tech Team members Na-

than Gershman and Gabby and Faith Holmes for 

all their assistance, as well as the staff and volun-

teers who stepped in to help keep the library go-

ing while the Robotics Boot Camp was underway! 

 

Community Connections is back for two 

special story 

times in August.   

On August 14 at 

10:00 a.m. it’s 

time for ICKY 

STICKY! 

On August 21 at 

10:00, it’s Kindergarten, Here I Come! 

with songs and music by Renée Coro 

from Harmonious Happenings. 

 

 

 

And on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 

Miss Rosemary will be offering Story 

Time, as usual! 

[Community Connections is a CFCE grant pro-

gram funded by the Dept. of Early Education & 

Care.] 

SPECIAL STORY TIMES 
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BRUINS TEAM JERSEY 

Teens:  It’s not too late to sign up for Sum-

mer Reading!    If you read three books, in-

cluding one featuring space—fiction or non-

fiction—you will be entered into a drawing 

for the Bruins jersey, signed by all the 

members of the 2019 team.  [See the photo 

on p. 1.]   The drawing will be held on Au-

gust 22, with the award to take place on 

Saturday, August 24.   You must be between 

the ages of 12 and 18 and hold a valid North 

Brookfield Haston Library card.   

For more information and to register, stop 

by the main circulation desk. 

Trace Carrington, Kyle Fogarty, Ducati Sedlier, Autumn 

Feeley, Abby Parent, Nathaniel Henshaw, and Andrew 

Boucher with their VEX robot. 
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DVD/CD CARE TIPS 

Please help our library 
maintain its collection! 

Handle discs carefully: 

• To remove DVDs from 

cases, press the “push 

here” button on the hub 

located at the center of 

the disc.  Using your 

other hand, gently re-

move the disc by its out-

er edge.   

• Do not bend or twist 

discs. 

• Handle discs only from 

the edges and center 

hole. 

• Do not touch the disc 

surface. 

• Do not stack discs. 

• Insert single-sided discs 

with the print side up. 

• Be sure the disc is 

properly seated in the 

tray before closing the 

player door. 

• Always store discs in 

their protective cases. 

• Keep discs away from 

heat or direct sunlight. 

• Do not use abrasive sol-

vents or cleaning solu-

tions.  Wipe discs gently 

in a straight line be-

tween the hub and the 

rim—not in a circle. 

• If a disc has been dam-

aged, please report it to 

the librarian ASAP. 

 THANKS!! 

 

 

STARRY, STARRY NIGHT 

On Monday, August 5 at 8:00 

p.m. Steve Bodine will speak to us 

about telescopes using the li-

brary’s Orion Starblast and his 

own telescopes to demonstrate.  

For those who are interested in 

borrowing our telescope, but who 

might be a bit intimidated by it, 

he will offer instruction.   After his 

presentation, we will go outside to 

gaze at the heavens, the moon and 

the stars.    

If the night is too cloudy, we will 

postpone the presentation and 

star-gazing until Thursday, August 8 at 7:30 p.m.  Call the library 

at 508-867-0208 to confirm the date. 
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Abigail Parent and Tech Team member Faith Holmes work together 

to assemble part of the VEX robot at the Robotics Boot Camp. 
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On Tuesday, July 16, spacemen and aliens  

were flying through the Children’s Library 

using their newly –crafted jet packs.  Twelve 

children plus their parents created their own 

NASA jet packs using 2-liter bottles, duct 

tape, colored ribbons and hot glue (applied 

by library staff). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noelle Perry, face painter extraordinaire, 

was also on hand to complete the transfor-

mation by creating aliens (and unicorns and 

cats!). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us on August 15 at 5:30 (New 

time!) for a tour of the new Timberyard 

Brewery, 555 E 

Main St, East 

Brookfield, MA 

01515.    

We will enjoy 

camaraderie 

(and beer!) after 

the tour.   

Please bring along a non-

perishable food item to do-

nate to the North Brookfield 

Food Pantry at St. Joseph’s 

Church. 

See you there! 

Childrens Librarian Rosemary Mackenzie assists Finn 

and Lily Nydam with their astronaut jet packs. 

SPACEMEN AND ALIENS 

INVADE!  

Kate Tucker is transformed into a fairy princess by 

Noelle Perry. 

Have a Beer and Help       
Someone with Food Insecurity 

———————————————————————————————— 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Molly Reed tests her Ozobot Bit path at the Robot-

ics Boot Camp. 


