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HASTON LIBRARY 

HOURS 

Monday: 1 PM—7 PM 

Tuesday: 10 AM—5 PM 

Wednesday:  9 AM—7 PM 

Thursday: 1 PM—6 PM 

Saturday: 9 AM—12 PM 

 

Haston Highlights, 

Dawn Thistle, Editor 

   

North Brookfield’s free public library tradition began more than a decade before 

the Haston Free Public Library opened its doors on September 20, 1894.  On 

Thanksgiving eve, November 26, 1879, the first Free Public Library and Reading 

Room was formally opened for the use of every person in the town of North 

Brookfield.  The library was located in the Walker Block in the center of town.   

The Annual Report of the Selectmen of North Brookfield for the year ending 

February 1, 1880, states that donations for the project came from the following 

sources: “past and present members of the North Brookfield High School and 

their friends, $500; T.C. Bates, $500; Alfred H. Batcheller, Esq. of Boston, 

$1000, making in all $2000.”  The town of North Brookfield voted the sum of 

$500 “to obtain and prepare a suitable place and pay the services of a librarian.”   

The new library was a tremendous success.  During the first three months of its 

operation, 10,616 visited and made use of the facility.  The Library Trustees pur-

chased 1500 volumes for the new library.  The selection of material was aided 

by Samuel S. Greene, Esq., Librarian of the Worcester City Free Public Library.  

“Newspapers and periodicals from all parts of the United States as well as from 

Canada and England” were available at the Reading Room.  The Library Trus-

tees expressed the hope that “the town of North Brookfield will not hesitate to 

liberally support their Free Public Library and Reading Room.”  The Trustees 

considered the library to be not just a valuable institution, but an indispensable 

one. 

At the 1880 Town Meeting, the citizens of North Brookfield voted to raise and 

appropriate $1000 for the support of its library.  Over the next fifteen years, the 

Reading Room and Library were open to the public every day and evening in 

the year except Sundays and holidays.  The library’s book collection increased to 

5000 volumes.  In each of these fifteen years, the town appropriated $1000 for 

the support of its library.  No vote was ever recorded in North Brookfield 

against the library appropriation during this fifteen year period. 

In September of 1892, Mr. and Mrs. Erasmus Haston notified the Honorable 
Theodore C. Bates, Chairman of the Board of Library Trustees, of their desire to 
pay for a suitable building for North Brookfield’s Free Public Library.  The  
Hastons offered to give the town $30,000 for this purpose.  At a September 24, 

[125 Years, cont. on p. 2] 

 

Haston Library Observes 125 Years! 
(slightly edited from “100 Years of Service: North Brookfield’s Haston Free 

Public Library” by Patrice Cronin)  



1892 Town Meeting, the gift was accepted with a unan-
imous vote of thanks to the Hastons. 
 
The Library Trustees purchased the residence property 

of Ezra D. Batcheller on South Main Street as the site 

for the new library.  Fuller and Delano, Architects, of 

Worcester were hired to design the building.  Norcross 

Brothers of Worcester was the construction contractor. 

As the building progressed, it became apparent that 

$30,000 was not enough to cover the cost of some of 

the desired amenities.  Mr. and Mrs. Haston were 

shown the architects’ plans and recommendations.  

The Hastons expressed their wish to have “all the 

most modern conveniences and appliances provided, and authorized the trustees to have everything done in the 

best manner possible, and they would pay for all the extra cost occasioned thereby…” 

The total cost of the library, including the purchase of land, was $46,000. 

It is interesting to note that, unlike most philanthropists, the Hastons were of the working class.  Mr. Haston was 

a laborer at the Batcheller shoe factory for many years.  He retired and bought a farm at which he and his wife 

worked.  Their children, sons Arthur and Martin died at an early age.   

From all accounts, the dedication of the Haston Free Public Library was a tremendous event.  Since that day, Sep-

tember 20, 1894, many changes have taken place at the library.  Gas lamps were added in 1897. In 1899, when the 

collection surpassed 5500 volumes, trustees discussed the need for a “book classification system.”  A smallpox 

epidemic in 1910 closed the library for over a week.  By 1920, the Inter-Library loan system was being utilized.  

Circulation had declined by 1925, and the culprit cited was the “increasing use of radio.” 

By 1935, the Haston Library’s book collection had grown to nearly 11,000 volumes.  Five years later, this appeared 

in the Trustees’ annual report to the town: “We also wish to impress upon the citizens of the town the indisputable 

fact that the Haston Library is the finest public building that we have, and for that reason, if no other, deserves to 

be kept in good repair…”   

New lights were installed in the mid-1950s.  Twenty years later a copy machine was purchased and made available 

for public use.  In the 1980s a smoke alarm system was installed and “weatherization” of the building was com-

pleted.  The 1990s brought the start of computerization to the library. 

In 2001, Library Director Ann Kidd and the Board of Trustees applied to the Massachusetts Board of Library 

Commissioners and were awarded a state construction grant for $1.26 million, 45% of the cost of renovation and 

construction of an addition to the library.  Through the herculean efforts of the Library Building Committee, Trus-

tees and Friends of the Library, funds were raised to complete construction, and the “new” library was dedicated 

on October 13, 2007. 

There has been one constant throughout the Haston Library’s history: a record of service to the community of 

North Brookfield.  The goal remains to this day. 

 

[125 Years, cont. from  p.1] 

2 

. 

Erasmus Haston Elvira Haston 

LIBRARY DRAWING COMPETITION 
 

To celebrate our anniversary, the Friends of the Haston Free Public Library would like to encourage 

elementary and Jr.-Sr. high school students to submit a drawing (dark colors or black & white) of 

the Haston Free Public Library.  All submissions will be displayed in the library meeting room.   One 

winner will be selected in each age group (elementary or high school) and their designs will be silk-

screened on anniversary T-shirts to be sold at the library. 

Submissions are due at the library on November 7.  Winners will be announced at an event 

TBD. 
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No Food or Drinks 

BOOK GROUP:              

OCTOBER SELECTION 
 

The Book Group will be reading Lit-

tle Women  by Louisa May Alcott for 

its October 29 meeting at 7:00 in 

the Library. 

 

“Generations of readers young and 

old, male and female, have fallen in 

love with the March sisters of Al-

cott’s most popular and enduring 

novel, Little Women. Here are tal-

ented tomboy and author-to-be Jo, 

tragically frail Beth, beautiful Meg, 

and romantic, spoiled Amy, united 

in their devotion to each other and 

their struggles to survive in New 

England during the Civil War. “ —

Goodreads 
 

Copies are availa-

ble in the library. 

 

Please join us! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

FALL STORY TIMES             

(COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS) 

Read, Build, Play — Tuesdays 10:00– 11:00 

Parent-Child Playgroup — Wednesdays 

9:00-11:00 

Scarecrow Making and Storywalk — Tues-

day, October 15, 10:00  at Breezy Gardens 

We want the library to be a welcoming 

place, but we respectfully ask that pa-

trons not bring in food or drinks.   Re-

cently a patron spilled a large drink, 

resulting in the stain shown in the pic-

ture, below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fortunately, Trustee Dave Maher was 

able to get most of the stain out.    

Thank you, Dave! And we appreciate 

everyone’s cooperation!  

Boston Public Library eCARD 

Did you know that you have access to lots of resources 

available through the Boston Public Library, the Library 

for the Commonwealth?  The Library for the Common-

wealth receives funding  from the state under the budget 

line 7000-9401, and serves every Massachusetts citizen. 

With a Boston Public Library eCard, you can access re-

sources like Hoopla, Kanopy, and Overdrive (for down-

loadable or streaming e-books, e-video, and e-audio), or 

online databases including EbscoHost, JStor, Proquest, 

and CareerTransitions.  To see a list of available re-

sources, go to https://www.bpl.org/online-resources/.   

To register for an eCard, go to https://www.bpl.org/

ecard/.  

And if CW MARS doesn’t have a book you need, chances 

are you can order it through the Commonwealth Catalog 

(ComCat).   Although you don’t need a Boston Public Li-

brary eCard to do this, it’s important to know that this is 

another service brought to you  via the Library for the 

Commonwealth.   

https://www.bpl.org/online-resources/
https://www.bpl.org/ecard/
https://www.bpl.org/ecard/
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Emily Janes has been a volunteer at the Haston Li-

brary since February 2018.   She  loves to clean and 

has a “usual” routine of dusting, washing windows 

and making the bookshelves look neat.   Her favorite 

library activity is “fronting” the books on the shelves, 

and her least favorite is dusting what she calls “God’s 

dandruff”—the plaster dust that can sometimes be 

found on the library woodwork.  Emily is also a core 

member of the Adult Coloring group, which meets on 

Monday evenings from 5:30 to 6:30.    

When she’s not at the library, Emily is an avid blog-

ger.   Her blog, Strawberry Bubbles

(emmiejosie.wordpress.com) chronicles her journey 

with mental illness.  De-

spite her challenges, 

Emily remains upbeat 

and positive, welcoming 

library patrons with a 

big smile.   She de-

scribes herself as relia-

ble, friendly, honest, 

and “tries her best.”  

Haston Library staff can 

agree that she is all 

those things.  We are 

lucky to have her as a 

volunteer! 

COMMUNITY SURVEYS 

There are two North Brookfield organizations that are 

hoping to get some input from residents.   Please stop by 

the library to let the North Brookfield Cultural 

Council know what kinds of programs you would like 

them to fund, and/or to let the Senior Center know 

your transportation needs. 

LEARN TO FACEPAINT! 

Your child wants to be a witch — or a skeleton — or 

a princess.  You don’t want their vision to be ob-

scured by a mask, but how do you paint their faces 

to get the effect they want? 

 

Face painter Noelle Perry will be providing in-

struction to parents or young adults on Thursday, 

October 24 from 6-8 pm.  This will be a hands-

on session, so come prepared with your child’s 

Halloween costume plans or other ideas.   Partici-

pants can bring a person to be their model (just 

one, please), or paint their own faces using a mir-

ror, or use a paper template to learn the tech-

niques.   Noelle will focus on three skills: using 

base paint, add-ons and then details. 

 

The library will pay for most supplies, which par-

ticipants may take home, but there is a $5 registra-

tion fee.  Please sign up at the library, and, if 

possible, let us know the  design you’d like to paint 

so that Noelle can prepare.   Call the library at 508-

867-0208 for more information. 

 

HALLOWEEN CRAFTS 

Every Thursday in October there will be Halloween 

crafts in the Children’s Library from 4:00 to  5:00.   

Stop in and make a paper pumpkin! 

 

TRICK OR 

TREAT! 

Stop at the library on 

October 31 between 

4:00 and 6:00 for Hal-

loween treats! 

Volunteer Emily Janes 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

EMILY JANES 
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