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Virus Vigilance 

 

Like many other businesses and institutions, Haston Library services 

have been greatly curtailed during the Covid-19 pandemic.  We closed 

to the public and most staff on March 16.  For a short while we were 

able to offer curbside service, but then the Mass. Board of Library Com-

missioners (MBLC) and the Massachusetts Library System (MLS) is-

sued directives that all libraries should end that service.  For two 

months  staff came in to perform cleaning and to drop off the mail.  We 

continued to order, catalog and process library materials. We per-

formed database cleanup, correcting call number labels and biblio-

graphic records.  We began an inventory of the non-fiction collection.  

We ordered hand sanitizer, face masks, disinfectant and plexiglass 

shields to prepare for re-opening, and created a plan for re-opening 

that will ensure the safety of library visitors. 

At the time of this writing we are in Phase 2, Step 2 of the Governor’s 

reopening plan, which means that we are back to curbside service.  Our 

patrons and friends are calling to request items that this library owns, 

and, now that the MLS interlibrary loan delivery service has begun its 

delivery routes, they can also place holds on items at other libraries. 

When we are able to welcome you back inside the library, there will be 

restrictions for awhile.   Here are the most  important: 

1. The library will be open reduced hours:  M 4-7pm, T 10am-1pm, W 

4-7pm, Th 10am-1pm, Sa 9am-12pm. 

2. Only 10 patrons (in addition to staff) will be allowed to enter the 

building.    

3. Patrons may stay in the building up to ½ hour (may be extended if 

no one is waiting to enter.)   

4. Patrons must check in at the circulation desk upon Cont. on p. 3 
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Summer Reading:  

Imagine Your Story 

It’s time for our Summer Reading Program!  From Ju-

ly 6 through August 22, we invite children to read and 

imagine their own stories.   The theme,  Imagine Your 

Story, can encompass  myths, fantasy, fairy tales or 

stories about the lives of other people.   Whatever you 

like to read can help you imagine your own story! 

As in past years, children will be asked to keep a log of 

all the books they read during the program.  They can 

also play our game, LIBRAINIUM!  Librainium can be 

played by 1-6 players, and features reading, writing, 

drawing, and other fun activities.  Children’s creations 

may be kept in a portfolio, which they will receive at 

the start of the program, to be displayed in the Chil-

dren’s Library at the end of the summer.    

“Summer is such a great time to read.  You can read 

anything you want and keep learning the whole time,” 

said Children’s Librarian, Rosemary Mackenzie.  

“We’re looking forward to helping children find books 

and watching their reading logs grow!”  While access 

to the library may be limited during the coronavirus, 

librarians will assist families in the selection of books 

and other library materials. 

This year the program also features the first-ever First 

Lady and Blades Summer Reading Challenge. Librar-

ies throughout the Commonwealth will work towards 

their own goals and will be entered into a drawing for 

Bruins prizes. The challenge is a collaboration between 

the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners 

(MBLC), the First Lady of the Commonwealth Lau-

ren Baker, and the Boston Bruins.    

Our Haston Library goals are to have (at least) 40 

children read (at least!) 200 books and compile 20 

Librainium portfolios, which will be tracked from 

July 1 to August 14. We hope lots of  kids will partici-

pate in summer reading and help us hit our goals. 

When we do, the library will be entered into the 

drawing for Bruins prizes, which include in-game 

experiences such as a Zamboni ride, high fiving the 

players, and sitting on the bench during pregame, as 

well as signed memorabilia including jerseys and 

pucks.   

A Summer Reading party with prizes will take place 

on Saturday, August 22 at 10:00 a.m. to celebrate all 

the reading that happens during the program.   

Families are asked to register their children by filling 

out the form on p. 4 of this newsletter.  Drop it off in 

the library book drop or scan and email it to 

illnb@cwmars.org. 

"Imagine Your Story" is sponsored by the Haston 
Library, the Massachusetts Library System, the 
Boston Bruins, and the Massachusetts Board of 
Library Commissioners.    

mailto:illnb@cwmars.org
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entering.   

5. Patrons and staff must wear facemasks.  We 

will provide one if you do not have one with 

you. 

6. Patrons must use hand sanitizer upon enter-

ing. 

7. Social distancing (6 ft.) must be observed. 

8. Return all books to the book drop outside.  

They will be quarantined for 72 hours before 

circulating again. 

9. Two computers will be available: one on the 

first floor and one on the lower level.  Patrons 

may use the computers for up to 30 minutes. 

10. All photocopying and faxing will be done by 

library staff 

11. All programming is postponed unless it is pos-

sible to maintain social distancing. 

We are hopeful that we will be able to open with 

these restrictions at the beginning of July.   If not, 

we will continue with curbside service.   Once we 

have reopened, patrons are welcome to continue 

to use curbside service if they prefer. 

 BOOK GROUP:               

JULY SELECTION 

For July, the Book Group will be 

reading Tip of the Iceberg: 
My 3,000-Mile Journey 

Around Wild Alaska, the 

Last Great American Fron-

tier by Mark Adams for its July 

28 meeting at 7:00 in the Library (with social dis-

tancing, of course!) 

Tip of the Iceberg is “a fascinating and funny journey 

into Alaska, America's last frontier, retracing the his-

toric 1899 Harriman Expedition... Along the way, 

[Adams] encounters dozens of unusual characters 

(and a couple of very hungry bears) and investigates 

how lessons learned in 1899 might relate to Alaska's 

current struggles in adapting to climate change.” —

Goodreads 

Copies will be available in the library.   Please join 

us! 

(Virus, cont. from p. 1) 

HANNAFORD HELPS 

The Haston Free Public Library has again been selected as a beneficiary of the Hannaford Helps 
Reusable Bag Program for the month of July.  

 North Brookfield 

“We are pleased to have been chosen again by Hannaford to re-

ceive this donation,” said Dawn Thistle, Library Director.  

“These bags are sturdy and attractive and can be used to carry 

almost anything.  You ’ll be glad you purchased one and helped 

the library at the same time!  Thanks in advance for your sup-

port.”  
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Imagine Your Story! 
at Haston Free Public Library 

Summer Reading Program, July 6-August 22  

Family Registration 

 

Child’s Name_______________________________Age___________Gender________ 

 

Child’s Name_______________________________Age___________Gender________ 

 

Child’s Name_______________________________Age___________Gender________ 

 

Address_____________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number_____________________ 

 

E-mail_______________________________ 

 

Fill out the form and return to the Library book drop or scan and 

email to: illnb@cwmars.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

———————————————————————————————————————————————— 

"Imagine Your Story" is sponsored by the Haston Library, the Massachusetts 
Library System, the Boston Bruins, and the Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners.    

THANK YOU, North Brookfield! 

On behalf  of the Haston Library staff and Board of Library Trustees, I would like to thank everyone who 

attended the North Brookfield Special Town Meeting on June 5 and voted to support the expenditure of 

funds to make necessary repairs to the exterior of the library building.   We hope that this work can start 

this summer.   Thank you so much! 

        Dawn Thistle, Library Director 


