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Dawn Thistle, Editor 

 

The Haston Library is thrilled to announce that we have hired a new 

Youth Services Librarian—and you know her already!  It’s Brianna 

Lamb, our former Assistant Librarian.   

Bri has worked here at the library since 2018 after graduating from the 

Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts and working part time at the 

Paige Library in Hardwick.  She has been a kind and friendly presence 

at the circulation desk:  checking books out, assisting patrons with their 

holds, making book recommendations, creating book displays, catalog-

ing new books and DVDs, inventorying and weeding the collection, and 

generally doing anything that needed to be done.    

At first she was hesitant 

about applying for this 

job, but since accepting 

the position, she has been 

enthusiastically organiz-

ing supplies, planning 

craft activities, story times 

and displays, and working 

on lists of possible book 

purchases for the Chil-

dren’s and Young Adult 

collections.  She is full of 

great ideas!  "I am so ex-

cited to be taking on this 

position. With in-person 

activities coming back, I  
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[See Brianna,  p. 3] 
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NEEDLE FELTING  

August 9 at 5:30 pm 

Learn needle felting with our own Brianna 

Lamb and make this adorable owl!   Space is 

limited.  Call the library at 508-867-0208 to 

reserve your spot.  A $5 fee for supplies is re-

quested. 

The Haston Art Club meets on the 2nd Monday of each month at 5:30.  Join us in needle felting, 

or bring something of your own to work on.  Call the number above for more information. 

REPTILES WILL ROCK AT THE LIBRARY! 

August 17, 3:00 pm 

They are exotic crawlers, unusual slitherers and fascinating creepers: They are the creatures of the 

rainforest.  The exciting, high-energy “Reptiles Rock” show by Rainforest Reptile Shows will feature a 

large lizard, an alligator, a large snake, and a turtle for kids to interact with. They will also bring a 

miniature zoo which includes 10-14 smaller animals, such as scorpions, frogs, snakes, and spiders, for 

viewing as well as animal artifacts.  Rainforest Reptile Shows also provides background information 

on rainforest reptiles and their habitats.   

Next to the animals, the main stage performer is Michael Ralbov-

sky— a biologist who has been working with animals for almost 40 

years! He has worked with many of the most world-renowned zoos, 

such as the Bronx Zoo, and many high-profile celebrities, such as 

Jeff Corwin. Ralbovsky, who specializes in venomous snakes and 

crocodilians, is also known internationally for his specialized classes 

for law enforcement, in which he teaches officers how to safely han-

dle reptiles.  Michael is joined in the company by several other rep-

tile handlers (some of whom are his family members.) 

Rainforest Reptile Shows has been around for 28 years, thrilling 

and educating thousands of people.  One teacher wrote, “I just 

wanted to send a quick note of thanks to you for such a wonderful 

show! We had 57 kids–many of whom were quite young– and 34 

adults. [You] held their attention for the entire hour! ... We had tre-

mendously positive feedback from all who attended.”   

Join us for this exciting Tails & Tales Summer Reading event!  Call the library at 508-867-0208 to 

register.  Space is limited!   

This program is supported in part by a grant from the North Brookfield Cultural Council, a local agency which is support-

ed by the Mass Cultural Council, a state agency. 
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hope to see a lot of kids coming into the library, 

especially with all the summer programming we 

have planned. The world is a magical place, espe-

cially through a child's eyes, and the thing I am 

looking forward to the most is helping kids form a 

love of reading and exploring the world around 

them."  

Fun facts about Bri: she’s a Shakespeare and Beo-

wulf fan; she’s a wonderful singer, performing reg-

ularly 

throughout 

the region; 

she creates 

and sells 

beautiful 

jewelry; and 

her favorite 

dinosaur is 

the stego-

saurus!  We 

are all very 

excited to see 

Bri move so smoothly into this new role, and we 

know that with all her talents she will do an awe-

some job!  Everyone is invited to go upstairs and 

wish her well! 

And, with this change comes another.  Gabrielle 

(Gabby) Holmes, our Saturday Library Assistant is 

also being promoted to Assistant Librarian (Bri’s 

previous position).  Like Bri, she is already well-

versed in the workings of this library, as she has 

volunteered and worked here since 2015.  “I'm so 

very excited and honored to have been offered this 

position. I have been coming to the Haston Li-

brary since I was a small child. The library gave 

me access to an endless amount of reading materi-

als which started my blooming love for reading. As 

I got older, that love created an opportunity to vol-

Brianna helps Brynn Pontbriand 

make her lemon volcano! 

SUMMER READING UPDATE 

Maker Mondays  2:00 pm 

Aug 2: Microscope Day 

Aug 9: Strawberry DNA Activity 

Aug 16: Dino Day DIYs 

Tails & Tales Tuesdays 10:30 am 

Aug 3: Mermaid Story & Craft 

Aug 10: Fairytale Story & Craft 

Aug 17: Reptile  Story & Craft 

 

Balloon Twisting with Ed the Wizard   

SATURDAY, AUGUST 7 10:00 AM 

REPTILES ROCK! 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 17 3:00 PM 

Call the library at 508-867-0208 to register. 

unteering here. 

Once I started 

volunteering, I 

quickly learned 

that I wanted to 

become a librari-

an. I am so in-

credibly thankful 

to everyone who 

has mentored me 

through the years 

to make this pos-

sible. I hope to 

share my love for both books and the Haston Li-

brary with everyone who visits.”  She will step 

easily into the position, and as Assistant Librari-

an, Gabby will add cataloging to her circulation 

desk skills.  We are so happy to have Gabby here 

at the Haston Library! 

[Brianna,  cont. from p. 1] 
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PIÑATA PARTY! 

On July 12 ten people joined Laura Dusty to learn 

how to make the armature, or understructure, of a 

piñata.  Participants had lots of ideas for piñata 

shapes, including the sun, a rocket, a cow, a heart 

and even the COVID-19 virus.  We learned how to cut 

cardboard and tape it into the desired shapes, to be 

decorated later.  At first we were all a bit challenged 

to imagine how to get the cardboard to conform to 

our design visions, but Laura patiently helped us get 

the desired results! 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

All participants were encouraged to finish decorating 

their creations and share photos.  Or, they can come 

to the Art Club meeting on August 9 and continue to 

work on their piñatas then.  More information on the 

August project can be found elsewhere in this issue. 

Instructor Laura Dusty assists Ellen Carpenter and Laura 

Maguire with their piñatas. 

Becky Ikehara uses pieces of egg 

carton to make her COVID-19 

piñata. 

The BOOK SALE is BACK! 

On August 28, the Friends of the Haston Free 

Public Library will begin their “annual” book 

sale outside, in front of the library.  This year 

we will also feature a plant swap of house-

plants and fall-planted perennials.  If you have 

books—in good condition—you’d like to get rid 

of, please call the library at 508-867-0208.  

 If you plan to thin out your garden and have 

extra plants, please set them aside to bring on 

August 28. 

The Friends of the 

Town House will 

also be sponsoring 

events that day, so 

come on out and 

support your local 

organizations! 

BOOK GROUP NEWS        

This month the Haston Library Book Group is  

reading The Night Watchman by Louise Erdrich.  

“Based on the extraordinary life of author Louise 

Erdrich’s  grandfather who worked as a night 

watchman and carried the fight against Native 

dispossession from rural North Dakota all the way 

to Washington, D.C.  ... The Night Watchman is a 

majestic work of fiction from this revered cultural 

treasure.” GoodReads 

We’ll be discussing the book 

on August 31 at 7:00 in the 

library and via ZOOM. Cop-

ies are available in the li-

brary, so come in and get 

one!   Call the library (508-

867-0208) for more infor-

mation and/or the ZOOM link. 



HOTSPOTS TO LEND 

The Massachusetts Board of Library Commis-

sioners has distributed over 3,000 hotspots to 

approximately 220 public libraries, including our 

own, for loan to library users without internet 

access. 

MBLC is providing the hotspot devices and is 

covering the cost of the internet service / data 

plan through the end of September 2022.  

Funded through the Institute of Museum and 

Library Services (IMLS) from the American Res-

cue Plan Act (ARPA), the hotspot lending pro-

gram focuses on IMLS' primary goal for these 

funds, digital inclusion.  

More information on hotspot availability will be 

available soon! 

How Does Your Garden Grow? 

Are you one of the 28 people who took some seeds from 

the library’s seed catalog?   More than 200 packets of seeds  

went out of the library!  So, how does your garden grow? 

If your plants are growing well, or if you have already been 

harvesting, please send us photos!  All this rain has cer-

tainly been good for most of our gardens.  Here are some 

success photographs: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks again to Sue and Tom Lewandowski and Harris  

Seeds, and others, for your seed donations! 

Ellen Smith’s Pink Lady 

Slipper Radishes 

Dawn Thistle’s  first batch of Regal 

Cucumber pickles 
 

Calling All Adventurers! 

Wizards and Warlocks, Elves and Tieflings. Grab 

your dice, your sword and your hunger for ad-

venture.   

It’s.. 

Dungeons & Dragons 

Join the quest every Wednesday, 4-6 pm. 

Open to ages 13-18 

Starts August 4 Brianna Lamb’s Spaghetti squash 
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