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Haston Highlights
The Places You’ll Go!
Join us on August 20th at 10am to celebrate the end of our summer
reading program, featuring Parents' Choice Award-winning storyteller and
musician Davis Bates! Entitled “The Places You’ll Go,” the program will
involve the audience in songs and stories about and inspired by exploration
from a variety of cultural traditions. Hear a coyote story about how stars
came to be in the sky, how foam came to be in the ocean, and be prepared
to sing, move and clap your hands. The program will include plenty of sing
-alongs, as well as a short lesson in how to play the spoons, and an appearance by an Irish dancing wooden dog named Bingo. Davis has been storytelling for over forty years, all across the country. Pete and Toshi Seeger
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er." Davis Bates' performances are a mixture of family, Native American,
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international and regional songs and stories. They speak of empowerment,

Monday:

1 PM—7 PM

history, spirit and the environment.

Tuesday:

10 AM—5 PM

Wednesday:

9 AM—7 PM

Davis' traditional and participatory performance style empowers and en-

Thursday:

1 PM—6 PM

courages audiences of all ages to join in the fun, and to take the songs and

Saturday:

9 AM—12 PM

[See Bates, p. 2]
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stories home with them to share with others. He also encourages listeners to remember and tell stories
from their own family and cultural traditions. We hope you can stop by and participate in the stories
with us!
For more information, email Miss Bri at blamb@cwmars.org or call the library at 508-867-0208. This
performance is funded, in part, by a grant from the North Brookfield Cultural Council, a local agency
supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council.

Lucy Stone, Susan B. Anthony’s Mentor
How did Susan B. Anthony’s mentor get written out of history? Come hear Katherine Sherbrooke

discuss her extraordinary novel, Leaving Coy’s Hill, inspired by the life of abolitionist, pioneering feminist, and W. Brookfield native, Lucy Stone, on Thursday, August 11 at 7:00 p.m.
“What could be more timely than Sherbrooke’s gorgeously fictionalized and pageturning account of Lucy Stone?... A stunning look at timeless issues…all told
through the lens of one extraordinary heroine.” - Caroline Leavitt, New York
Times Bestselling author of Pictures of You .
A New York Times 2021 summer reading pick, Leaving Coy’s Hill is inspired by
the life of abolitionist and pioneering feminist Lucy Stone. Born on a farm in
1818, at a time when it is considered promiscuous for women to speak in public,
Lucy’s powerful oratory mesmerizes even her most ardent detractors as she
rapidly becomes a household name. And when she begins to lecture on the
“woman question,” she inspires a young Susan B. Anthony to join the movement. But life as a crusader is a lonely one.
When a dashing and forward-thinking young man proposes a marriage
of equals, Lucy must reconcile her desire for love and children with her
public persona and the legal perils of marriage she has long railed
against. And when a wrenching controversy pits Stone and Anthony
against each other, Lucy makes a decision that will impact her legacy

forever.
Katherine A. Sherbrooke is the author of Leaving Coy’s Hill, Finding
Home, a family memoir, and Fill the Sky, the winner of a 2017 Independent Press Award and finalist for the Mary Sarton Award for Contemporary
Fiction and the Foreward Indies Book of the Year. She currently serves as
Chair of the Board of the GrubStreet creative writing center in Boston
and lives south of the city with her family.
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Drawing for the Joy of It!
On July 18 and 25, several aspiring artists gathered to learn some of the
basics of drawing. Artist Debbie Roberts Kirk described different methods
of drawing, using books and her own sketchbooks as examples. She told
us that there are only three things that we need to know: edges, shapes
and relationships.
After a quick exercise drawing profiles, we focused on drawing our nondominant hands. Placing our hands on a four-square grid (and trying not to move them), we first
lightly “mapped” our drawing. Once we had identified the shapes and locations of prominent features, we drew the “contours.” Next, we added shading, which we smudged or erased to indicate light
and dark areas. Amazingly (to me, anyway!), we all ended up with great drawings of our hands! It
was challenging, but great fun.
Our second class was supposed to include time to draw outside, but the weather did not cooperate, so
we each drew something that we had brought or items that Debbie brought. Debbie showed us how
to use a view finder to help compose and map our drawing, and
then we lightly indicated
locations on our papers before filling in the details.
Subjects included flowers,

shells, work gloves and figurines. Once again, the results were fantastic, thanks
to Debbie’s patient coaching. We were all beginners,
yet we were all successful in
our drawing!

Debbie Roberts Kirk
shows us how she draws
her own hand

Kailee Savage-Rule and Jacalyn
Huston hard at work drawing
their hands

Laura Maguire and Ellen Carpenter
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NEW BOOKS ON
CLIMATE CHANGE
Thanks to a generous gift from Grassroots Central
Mass., the library was recently able to purchase

Our World, by Josh Tickell
Losing Earth: A Recent History, by Nathaniel Rich
The Ocean of Life, by Callum Roberts
Revolutionary Power, by Shalanda Baker
Walden Warming: Climate Change Comes
to Thoreau’s Woods, by Richard Primack
Stop by the library and check them out!

several important books relating to climate change.

BOOK BONANZA

Grassroots Central Mass. is a volunteer organiza-

On Saturday, August 20 from 10-2, the Friends

tion dedicated to creating change through a variety

of the Haston Free Public Library will hold their an-

of actions, most especially in the areas

nual book sale outside, in front of the library. If you

of climate, politics, and racial and social justice.

have books or DVDs—in good condition—that you’d

One of their primary initiatives is to assist local

like to get rid of, please call the library at 508-867-

libraries in providing information on climate

0208.

change. With Grassroots’ support, the Haston Library has purchased:
All We Can Save: Truth, Courage, and Solutions
for the Climate Crisis, by Ayana Johnson
As Long as Grass Grows, by Dina Gilio-Whitaker
Biodiversity and
Climate Change,
by Thomas Lovejoy
Half-Earth: Our
Planet’s Fight for
Life, by Edward
Wilson
Kiss the Ground:
How the Food You
Eat Can Reverse
Climate Change,
Heal Your Body &
Ultimately Save
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COMMUNITY SERVICE
OPPORTUNITY!
High school students—volunteer to help move books
at our book sale and get Community Service credit!
We will need help from 8:30-10:00 a.m. and from
2:00-3:30 p.m. Call 508-867-0208 to volunteer.

BOOK GROUP NEWS

New Databases from the
Massachusetts Library System

This month the Haston Library Book Group is
Did you know that we have access to more than 57

reading The Personal Librarian by Marie Bene-

online databases? These databases are licensed by

dict and Victoria Christopher Murray. “[This is] a

the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners

remarkable novel about J. P. Morgan’s personal

with additional funding and support from the Insti-

librarian, Belle da Costa Greene, the Black Ameri-

tute of Museum and Library Services, the Common-

can woman who

wealth of Massachusetts, and the Massachusetts Li-

was forced to hide

brary System. They can be accessed directly from

her true identity

the Massachusetts Libraries portal

and pass as white

(libraries.state.ma.us) , the CW MARS website

in order to leave a

(https://www.cwmars.org/search/databases), and

lasting legacy that

from the Haston Library website (https://

enriched our na-

northbrookfieldlibrary.org/online-resources/)

tion, from New

With this year’s licensing agreements, we now have
access to several new databases. They are:

York
Times bestselling
authors Marie

•

Environmental Studies (Gale in Context)

•

Gale LegalForms - Mass

toria Christopher

•

Petersons's Test Prep (Gale Presents)

an extraordinary woman, famous for her intellect,

•

Science (Gale Interactive)

•

Leadership and Management (Gale OneFile)

•

Britannica Moderna

•

PebbleGo

•

Transparent Language for Libraries

If you are a student who needs to do research for a

Benedict and Vic-

Murray. The Personal Librarian tells the story of
style, and wit, and shares the lengths she must go
to—for the protection of her family and her legacy—to preserve her carefully crafted white identity
in the racist world in which she lives.” —
Goodreads
Copies are available in the library. Pick one up
today! For more information, please call the library at 508-867-0208.

high school or college class, or someone who needs to
find examples of legal documents, or getting ready to
take a standardized test, like the LSAT or GRE, or a
business person wanting some management inspiration, or planning a trip abroad, take a look at the
amazing information that is now available!

We’ll be discussing the book on August 23 at
7:00 in the library and via ZOOM. Copies are
available in the library, so come in and get one!
Call the library (508-867-0208) for more information and/or the ZOOM link.
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THE FAX IS BACK!
It was a long struggle, but the library can once
again send faxes! Due to increased costs for the
library, our fee will be increasing slightly. It is
now $3.00 for 1-5 pages, and $.50 for each additional page. There is a 20-page limit.
Only out-going faxes will be allowed.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
"Food for Thought"
David W. Brown, DVM, PhD
Thursday, September 8, 2022
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Dave Brown is a retired veterinary virologist who spent
most of his career as a medical researcher in the fields of
genetics, virology, and immunology. He has had a long
term interest in preventive medicine, especially in the importance of a diet in tune with evolutionary history.
His talk will focus on how to embrace our ancestral diet to
nurture and restore brain health by:
a) making sure the brain receives a constant energy supply
b) providing specific nutrients essential to brain health
c) avoiding toxic dietary constituents that lead to a leaky
gut and chronic inflammation throughout the body
(including the brain)
This presentation is being made possible through a grant
awarded by the North Brookfield Cultural Council, funded
by the Mass Cultural Council.
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THANK YOU
To everyone who bought bouquets during
Hannaford’s June Blooming for Good fundraiser. You raised $44 for the library!

Exploring Nature with EQLT by Brianna Lamb
We would like to thank the East Quabbin Land Trust and intern Louisa Rossel for hosting such wonderful programs this summer! On July 9th, children and their families gathered at Brooks Pond to learn all
about pond life above and below the water. Louisa brought nets for the children to skim the water and
see what they could discover. Among the finds were several frogs (which the children enthusiastically
followed), darnerflies, water lilies, and lots of different plant life. Afterwards, Louisa read Above and Below the Pond by Kate Messner, in which the children recognized some of the creatures they saw earlier in
the day.
On July 18th Louisa returned for a program teaching children about creatures who live underground and
in the soil. Beginning with a fun activity, participants learned the different soil layers and what may be
hiding in them. The children ended by constructing "mole tunnels"
like those featured in the book Under Ground by Denise Fleming,
which they thoroughly enjoyed. The children and families all had a
blast during these fun and educational nature themed programs,
and we hope to have EQLT back again sometime!
Miss Bri has also been providing programming every Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday for children of all ages. They have made animal
track totes, decorated birdhouses, made mini animal habitats,
learned birdwatching and animal track ID basics, and made clay nature
prints!
There is a lot more in store, still, and we would love for you to join us: crafts
like making shoebox explorer kits, pottery, and DIY butterfly feeders; classes
about camping and stargazing; and so much more!
Email blamb@cwmars.org for more info.
And don't forget about our
End-Of-Summer-Reading
Party on August 20th at
10:00 a.m., featuring musician and storyteller Davis
Bates (more info on this
event on Page 1).
Photos, from top:
1. Judah Ashley, Louisa Rossel, Eleora
Ashley, Courtney Ashley, Daniel Carreiro, Sophia Carriero, Zeke Ashley, Nuno Carreiro; 2. Judah, Daniel, & Nuno
catching frogs; 3. Daniel with his catch;
4. Zeke, Eleora, Courtney, Judah, Jessa,
Daniel, Nuno, Sophia, & Louisa getting
ready to hear a story
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