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Haston Highlights   

Dawn Thistle, Editor 

SUMMER READING FUN! 
 

The summer reading program is under way, and we are off to a great start! 

We currently have 38 children enrolled in the program, with more signing 

up every day. Our kickoff event with East Quabbin Land Trust had kids 

learning about different pollinators while running a nectar/pollen relay 

race and listening to EQLT intern Louisa read Bloom Boom by April Sayre. 

They also got to create their own pollinator in a fun craft. Even Miss Bri 

made a pollinator creature! 

 

Our first week of summer activities was well attended, with children mak-

ing their own nature journals on Monday, using leaves and flowers to make 

tree collages on Tuesday, 

and learning how to identi-

fy different trees and plants 

on Wednesday! 

 

 As we head into July, we 

have even more exciting 

programs for all ages. Some 

of our weekly programs will 

include painting with 

"nature paint brushes", 

learning about birds and 

birdwatching, making clay 

nature prints and mini ani-

mal habitats, and learning 

to identify different animal Louisa Rossel, EQLT, watches as Violet 

Walsh and Lily Nydam make “pollinator  

creatures.” 
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JULY BOOK GROUP  

At the Book Group’s next meeting on Tuesday, 

July 30 at 7:00 we will discuss Leaving Coy’s 

Hill by Katherine A. Sherbrooke.   

“A New York Times 2021 summer reading pick, 

Leaving Coy’s Hill is inspired by the life of aboli-

tionist and pioneering feminist Lucy Stone.  Born 

on a farm in 1818, at a time when it is considered 

promiscuous for women to speak in public, Lucy 

risks everything for the anti-slavery movement.  

Her powerful oratory mesmerizes even her most 

ardent detractors as she rapidly becomes a house-

hold name. And when she begins to lecture on the 

“woman question,” she inspires a young Susan B. 

Anthony to join the movement.  But the life of a 

crusader is a lonely one.” 

Copies are available in the library.  Pick one up 

today! For more information, please call the li-

brary at 508-867-

0208. 

And please come 

to the talk by au-

thor Katherine A. 

Sherbrooke on 

Thursday, Au-

gust 11 at 7:00 

to learn more 

about the writing 

of this fascinating 

book! 

BOOK SALE! 

The Annual Friends of the Haston Free Public Library 

Book Sale will take place on Saturday, August 20.  

There will be a large variety of fiction, non-fiction, 

DVDs, Books on CD and children’s books—something 

for everyone! 

If you’re cleaning out your bookcases and have new or 

gently used, clean books to pass on to other readers, call 

the library at 508-867-0208 to make an appointment to 

drop off your donations.   

So, mark your calendars and plan to come and pick up 

some new (to you!) reading material! 

tracks. 

 

And don't forget about 

our upcoming EQLT 

programs! On Satur-

day July 9 at 10am, 

we will join Louisa at 

Brooks Pond in North 

Brookfield for her pro-

gram "What's Going On 

At The Pond?" featuring 

a story and pond-

themed craft. On Mon-

day July 18 at 2:30 pm, Louisa will be joining us at 

the library for "What's Going On Underground?" with 

a soil-themed story and craft.  Please RSVP for these 2 

programs by emailing blamb@cwmars.org or by call-

ing the library at 508-867-0208. 

 
Zeke Ashley shows off some 

hickory bark 

mailto:blamb@cwmars.org
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Help select interesting programming for North Brookfield! 

 

The North Brookfield Local Cultural Council is looking for board members. The Council is funded yearly by 

the Mass Cultural Council. We typically receive over $5,000 of grant money each year, which is dispersed to 

applicants who provide free programming in the NB Public Schools, Senior Center, Library and community.   

 

The NBLCC is responsible for reviewing grant applications every October, voting to select recipients and 

determining how the grant money is allotted.  If you are looking to get more involved, officer positions are 

also available.   

 

We need a minimum of five board members to be able to receive grant money from the state.  

We would hate to lose this grant money that benefits so many townspeople every year. 

 

Please share with any North Brookfield residents that you think 

would be interested. To volunteer or nominate someone, please 

email NorthBrookfieldCulturalCouncil@gmail.com   

JOIN THE NB CULTURAL COUNCIL! 

Drawing for the Joy of 

It! 

Deborah Roberts Kirk is returning for the 

next Haston Art Club project on two 

Mondays, July 18 and 25 from 6 

to 8 pm.   

Come discover the artist within you.  Re-

lax, create, enjoy. This is a class for adult 

and teen beginners and advanced begin-

ners. The focus will be on sketching what 

you see around you. Weather permitting 

we will do some 

sketching outdoors.   

If you have a favorite pencil and/or sketchpad, you’re encouraged to bring them.  If 

not, materials will be provided. 

There is a $10 fee for this 2-class workshop.  Class size is limited, so register at the 

Library today by calling 508-867-0208. 

mailto:NorthBrookfieldCulturalCouncil@gmail.com
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When you vote for “Library Trustee” in local elections, have you ever wondered just what a Library Trus-

tee does?  Board Chair, Peg Bodine, offers this description: 

The Haston Library Board of Trustees is a team of seven publicly-elected members who serve staggered 

three-year terms. Its mission is to collaborate with the Director to ensure the library’s growth and well-

being.  

Betty Wuelfing, Dave Maher, Ellen Smith, Harbour Fraser Hodder, Scott Norrie, Tom Skowron, and I 

meet with Library Director Dawn Thistle in the library on the first Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM. 

We review the Director’s report that includes circulation statistics, finances, activities, programming, and 

building maintenance. We discuss the road ahead.   

An important trustee responsibility is hiring and evaluating the Director. We must obey local, state, and 

federal laws and regulations that affect public libraries. We continuously keep a close eye on our limited 

budget. Sometimes we complete major projects such as the development of a 5-year Long Range plan, 

which helps us to focus our priorities. Other times we take on medium-sized projects such as updating and 

implementing policies and by-laws that allow our library to operate smoothly and fairly. Occasionally we 

solve simpler problems such as advocating for dedicated patron parking in front of the building.   

No matter what projects lie ahead, we’re passionate about making the Haston Library North Brookfield’s 

community center where all are welcome to learn, discover, create, and connect, and enjoy. Come on 

down!  The public is always welcome at our meetings, which are posted at the Town Offices each month. 

Haston Library Board of Trustees 

Author Talk: Katherine A. Sherbrooke                                

How did Susan B. Anthony’s mentor get written out of history?  

Mark your calendars now for Thursday, August 11 at 7:00 to hear 

Katherine Sherbrooke discuss her extraordinary new novel, Leaving 

Coy’s Hill, inspired by the life of abolitionist, pioneering feminist, and 

Massachusetts native, Lucy Stone. A New York Times 2021 summer read-

ing pick, Leaving Coy’s Hill has been called “propulsive,” and “deeply rel-

evant,” as it “beautifully imagines” the life of “the heroine we all need 

right now.”  

Katherine A. Sherbrooke is the author of Leaving Coy’s Hill, Finding 

Home, a family memoir, and Fill the Sky, the winner of a 2017 Independ-

ent Press Award and finalist for the Mary Sarton Award for Contemporary 

Fiction and the Foreward Indies Book of the Year. She currently serves as 

Chair of the Board of the GrubStreet creative writing center in Boston 

and lives south of the city with her family.  

Katherine A. Sherbrooke 



July 3, 1877 

Happy Independence Day! 
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 NB Schools’ Summer Reading    Kickoff! 

On June 9, Haston Librarians Brianna Lamb and Gabby Holmes participat-

ed in the Summer Reading Kickoff for the North Brookfield Elementary 

School.  While there, they distributed pamphlets and registered15 children 

for their own library cards.  Children were able to color bookmarks, and 

Miss Bri told them about the Haston Library Summer Reading Program, 

including the Pen Pal program with the Nahant Library.  It’s great to get the 

kids excited about reading as they head into another fun summer! 

Left:  Miss Bri registers a student for a Haston Library card. 5 
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