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Haston Highlights   

Dawn Thistle, Editor 

 

When author Elena Palladino moved to Ware in 2015, she bought the 

“Quabbin House,”  a house built in 1938 to replace one that had been de-

molished for the creation of the Quabbin Reservoir.  Palladino became 

curious about the original owner, Marion Andrews Smith, who was one of 

the last people to leave before the Swift River Valley—and the towns of  

Dana, Enfield, Greenwich, and Prescott—was flooded for the reservoir.  

Her research led her to other people whose homes had also been flooded.  

Palladino’s book, Lost Towns of the Swift River Valley: Drowned by the 

Quabbin, focuses on Smith, Willard "Doc" Segur, the valley's doctor, and 

Edwin Henry Howe, Enfield's postmaster and general store owner.  These 

people were in their 60s and 70s when they were forced to leave their 

cherished homes and communities, but went on to start again in Ware.   

Come hear Elena Palladino to learn more about the “drowned towns” and 

some of the people who lived through the experience on Thursday, 

February 9 at 6:30.  For more information, please call the library at 

508-867-0208.   

Drowned Towns 

 

Did you know that there are no 

two carvings alike in the library? 
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On Wednesday, February 22, at 5:30 

p.m. Barre artist Mathilde Duffy will show us how to 

create beautiful art using colored pencils.  Duffy is 

known for her drawings of wild birds, unusual roost-

ers and hens, seashells, flowers and more.   

Through the years Mathilde has painted and drawn 

portraits of people and animals, illustrated relics for 

archaeologists, created medical reports for a 

pathologist, developed an extensive line of art note-

cards and designed special commissions for world-

wide corporate collections.  For nearly two decades 

Mathilde has participated in the Boston Flower Show 

with her drawings of orchids, wildflowers, succulents, 

butterflies, roses and dozens of other favorites.   

Her detailed drawings are included in The Encyclope-

dia of Seashells, Drawing and Painting from Nature, 

Seashells of Eastern Arabia, and the Encyclopedia of 

Colored Pencil Techniques. 

Regarding this workshop, she says, “I teach colored 

pencil basics along with shading and texture tech-

niques to students of all ages and levels. Art subjects 

include flowers, seashells, or a project of your choice.”  

Please call the library at 508-867-0208 to register for 

this free workshop. 

COLORED PENCIL 

DRAWING WITH 

MATHILDE DUFFY 

North Brookfield Journal, Friday, Feb-

ruary 18, 1910 



ESHU BUMPUS 

Join us on Saturday February 25th at 10 am for a 

unique storytelling event!  Renowned storyteller 

and vocalist Eshu Bumpus will captivate the audi-

ence by telling a variety of African, African-

American and world folktales, steeped with music, 

humor, and mystery. This will be an interactive 

event, having children (and participants of all ages!) 

join in singing and acting out the tales.  

 

Bumpus has performed at the National Festival, the 

Smithsonian, and the Annual Connecticut Storytell-

ing Festival, as well as visiting schools and libraries, 

and offering workshops in 26 different states. He 

has decades of experience working with children of 

all ages, with the primary goal of encouraging litera-

cy and communication, and forging a strong sense 

of community through storytelling. This is an event 

for all ages.    

 

Visit eshu.folktales.net for more information. Regis-

tration is not required, but is recommended. Please 

contact Miss Bri at blamb@cwmars.org or call the 

library at 508-867-0208 with questions, or to regis-

ter for this event. This program is supported in part by 

a grant from the North Brookfield Cultural Council, a 

local agency which is 

supported by the Mass 

Cultural Council,  a 

state agency. 
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SATURDAY MORNING KNITTING 

CLUB   

  

Moms, leave the kids at home with Dad and join us 

for some relaxing knitting and socializing!  This 

new group will meet every  1st and 3rd Saturday of 

the month from 10-12am. 
 

This group is open to all knitters and crocheters, 

and all ages and abilities are welcome! 

   

Our first meeting will take place on Saturday, Feb-

ruary 18, at 10am in the Children’s Library on the 

second floor.  Bring your own needles and wool, if 

you have them.  If not, we can provide some! 

  

Text Hannah (951) 966-0450 for more information. 

Lincoln’s Birthday, February 12  

North Brookfield Journal, February 10, 1899 

http://eshu.folktales.net/
mailto:blamb@cwmars.org


 

LOVE LETTERS FOR 

THE LIBRARY! 

 

For the past few years, the Massachusetts Board of 

Library Commissioners has sponsored a “Love Mass 

Libraries” campaign designed to give the public a 

chance to show their local libraries how much they 

appreciate library services by showing their love with 

valentines.  In addition to making us librarians feel 

good  ;-)  these valentines (both virtual and paper) 

demonstrate public support for libraries that can be 

shared with our state legislators to raise awareness of 

the important work that our libraries do. 

So color one of our printed valentines or make your 

own.  We’ll collect them and send them to the Massa-

chusetts Board of Library Commissioners who will 

share them with state officials.  You can also take a 

picture of yourself with your valentine or a book.  Or 

create a completely original digital valentine.  Then 

upload your picture to:  https://

www.lovemasslibraries.com/  or share on social me-

dia, #LibraryLovers.  If you need ideas, go to the 

website above and check out some of the valentines 

submitted for other libraries.   Let’s put North 

Brookfield Haston Library on the Love Mass Librar-

ies site!  And thank you for your support! 

BOOK GROUP NEWS        

This month the Haston Library Book Group is  

reading The Blank Slate: The Modern Denial of 

Human Nature by Steven 

Pinker.  

“One of the world's leading 

experts on language and the 

mind  explores the idea of 

human nature and its mor-

al, emotional, and political 

colorings. With characteris-

tic wit, lucidity, and insight, Pinker argues that 

the dogma that the mind has no innate traits-a 

doctrine held by many intellectuals during the 

past century-denies our common humanity and 

our individual preferences, replaces objective 

analyses of social problems with feel-good slo-

gans, and distorts our understanding of politics, 

violence, parenting, and the arts. Injecting calm 

and rationality into debates that are notorious for 

ax-grinding and mud-slinging, Pinker shows the 

importance of an honest acknowledgment of hu-

man nature based on science and common sense. 

—Amazon.com 

We’ll discuss the book on February 28 at 7:00 

in the library and via ZOOM. Copies are available 

in the library, so come in and get one!   Call the 

library (508-867-0208) for more information 

and/or the ZOOM link. 

   4 

https://www.lovemasslibraries.com/
https://www.lovemasslibraries.com/


 

 

Tuesday, March 7, 7:00 —The Softer Side of Celtic with 

Jeff Snow 

Get ready for St. Patrick’s Day with a delightful program of traditional 

and original tunes, songs and stories!  This program is supported in 

part by a grant from the North Brookfield Cultural Council, a local 

agency which is supported by the Mass Cultural Council,  a state 

agency. 

Wednesday, March 15, 6:00 —Seed-Starting with Roberta 

McQuaid 

Roberta McQuaid (Turley Newspapers’ In The Garden columnist ) will take us 

from sowing to germination to transplanting—just in time for you to get your 

seeds started! 

Thursday, March 23, 6:00  (sponsored by the Friends of the Library): 

What better way to celebrate spring than to lift a glass with friends?  Join us 

at Agronomy Farm Vineyard to taste their delicious wines! 

$20 per person, limited to 25 people.  Call to reserve your spot: 508-867-

0208! 
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The Massachusetts 

Board of Library 

Commissioners 

(MBLC) hotspot 

grant ended last summer, but we have received 

funding through North Brookfield’s American Res-

cue Plan Act (ARPA) grant.  This has allowed us to 

acquire 5 new hotspots to lend to library patrons.  

As before, our goal in offering these devices is to 

provide access for families and individuals with no 

other internet access.  

Here are our hotspot policies: 

• North Brookfield library cardholders ages 17+, in 

good standing, may check out a hotspot for 14 days, 

with one renewal 

• One hotspot per household per loan period. Up to 10 

devices can be connected to a hotspot at one time 

• Hotspots MUST be returned to the North Brookfield 

Haston Library.  Please do not return to the book 

drop. 

• Overdue or damaged hotspots will be deactivated 

and full replacement cost will be charged to the card-

holder’s account. 

• Hotspots cannot be “claimed returned.” 

• In order to facilitate access of this service to all North 

Brookfield library patrons, users must wait 24 hours 

before borrowing an additional hotspot. 

Funded by the American Rescue Plan Act grant, ad-

ministered by the Town of North Brookfield. 

Hotspots are 

Back! 

Coming in March 
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